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	Water Stewardship — Local and Business-Specific Water Issues	
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Instructions
[bookmark: _Characterization_of_local][bookmark: _Table_1_-_1]Local- and business-specific water-related issues are characterized (e.g., the manufacturer will determine if water scarcity is an issue and/or if sensitive ecosystems are at risk due to direct operations). This requirement applies to the Basic level of certification and above (Basic, Bronze, Silver, Gold, and Platinum). The information listed below, including the data sources used, must be provided to the assessor. Include ratings where applicable (e.g., the Global Water tool provides red to green ratings for access to improved sanitation). The Global Water Tool may be provided as supporting documentation.

Facility Information

	Manufacturing Facility:
	[Manufacturing Facility]

	Location:		
	[Facility Location]

	Date Completed:
	[…]



Local and Business-Specific Water Issues
Watershed/Catchment name
	Instructions: Identify the watershed, drainage basin, or catchment in which relevant facilities are located. Suggested references for finding this information include U.S. EPA Surf Your Watershed, U.S. Geological Survey, World Business Council for Sustainable Development (WBCSD) Global Water Tool, and local governmental and non-governmental organizations focusing on water.

	[…]


Major water sources within catchment
	Instructions: List the major sources of water within the catchment (e.g. groundwater, surface water, etc. and name(s) of primary aquifer, reservoirs, rivers, etc.). This information will typcially be gathered from local utilities and/or local water conservation organizations. Eurostat and the US Gological Survey have aggregated country and state level data available.

	[…]


Major demands on sources
	Instructions: List the major demands and stressors on water sources within the catchment (e.g., industrial, agriculture, ecosystems, municipal). Suggested references for finding this information include U.S. EPA Surf Your Watershed, U.S. Geological Survey, World Business Council for Sustainable Development (WBCSD) Global Water Tool, and local governmental and non-governmental organizations focusing on water.

	[…]


Scarcity/stress level
	Instructions: Determine if relevant facilities are located in areas where water resources are scarce or stressed. Suggested references include WRI’s Aqueduct Water Risk Atlas, the WBCSD Global Water Tool and scarcity/stress categories therein and UN Aquastat.

	[…]


Access to improved water (% of population) and risk category (SHdb) or rating (WBCSD)
	Instructions: Determine if relevant facilities are located in areas where significant portions of the population (i.e., greater than 10%) do not have access to fresh or clean water. Suggested references for finding this information include the WBCSD Global Water Tool and access categories therein, UN Aquastat, WHO/UNICEF Joint Monitoring Programme for Water Supply and Sanitation, and the Social Hotspots Database.

	[…]


Access to improved sanitation (% of population) and risk category (SHdb) or rating (WBCSD)
	Instructions: Determine if relevant facilities are located in areas where significant portions of the population (i.e., greater than 10%) do not have access to improved sanitation. Suggested references for finding this information include the WBCSD Global Water Tool and access categories therein, UN Aquastat, WHO/UNICEF Joint Monitoring Programme for Water Supply and Sanitation, and the Social Hotspots Database.

	[…]


Impaired waterway, endangered wetland, or water bodies impacted by eutrophication (if any)
	Instructions: Determine if relevant facilities are adjacent to impaired waterways, endangered wetlands, or water bodies seriously impacted by eutrophication (i.e., a process where water bodies receive excess nutrients that stimulate excessive plant growth). Suggested references for this information include the U.S. EPA list of impaired waterways, WRI interactive global map of eutrophication and hypoxia, and Ramsar Listed wetlands. 

	[…]


Other Issues
	Instructions: Describe any additional water-related issues that are relevant to the applicant’s industry, business, or location and are not covered above. This should include both direct and indirect impacts such as problems with POTW overflow, or specific effluent quality issues relevant to the industry. References for this information include local government and non-governmental organizations focusing on water, and industry associations.

	[…]




Possible References
U.S. EPA // Surf Your Watershed
· Watershed information for the U.S.
· Watershed name, impaired waterways and listing of local citizen groups (where information is available)

U.S. Geological Survey // Science in Your Watershed
· Watershed information for the U.S.

European Commission // Eurostat
· EU and country level water use data

U.S. Geological Survey // Water Use Data
· National and state level water use data (for example, this 2015 summary report provides state level data)

World business Council for Sustainable Development (WBCSD) // Global Water Tool©	
· Freely available global water tool (note: Also, see Aqueduct below)
· Catchment/watershed names, scarcity and stress levels and access to improved water sources and sanitation

Ramsar // The Ramsar Sites
· Designated as internationally important under the Convention on Wetlands (Ramsar, 1971)

World Resources Institute (WRI) // Interactive Map of Eutrophication & Hypoxia And AQUEDUCTTM
· Interactive map of eutrophication and hypoxia
· Aqueduct Water Risk Atlas (alternate reference for scarcity and stress levels)

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations // Aquastat 
· “The main mandate of the programme is to collect, analyze and disseminate information on water resources, water uses, and agricultural water management with an emphasis on countries in Africa, Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean. This allows interested users to find comprehensive and regularly updated information at global, regional, and national levels.”

Social Hotspots Database // SHDB
· Supplies risk category for “access to improved water” and “access to improved sanitation”. This resource is also useful in meeting the Social Fairness category requirements.
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